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Acadeiic Achievement: *Acadeinic Aspiraricn; College 
Preparation: *Exp€ctation: _ Extracurricular 
Activities: General Education: Eiqh Schools: *Hig« 
School Seniors: *Occupational Aspiration: 
*Cccupations: Participation: Seaaing Teszsz 
Vccati-onal Educaticn 
Illinois (Chicago) 

ABST5ACI 

- ^ comcariscn cf the educational and occuDat:Lonal 
asEzraticns and expectations of 900 seniors in four Chiclgc high 
schools showed that ccllege prep students had the iiighesr educat^o^^i 
and occupatacnal aspirations and expectations. 7ocatiocai students 
had the greatest discrepancy between occupational aspirations and 
expectations, shrle general education students showed the least 
discrepancy between aspirations and expectations on either gob cr 
educational variables.. Data, acquired from a student aspiration 
guestxonnaire, raw scores on a reading achievement test, and 
information frcm student records, also showed that achievement scenes- 
have very_low correlations with expectations, but other achievement 
indices, like class rank, have higher correlations with expectatibni. 
Students with higher expectations for education and jobs are mo-e 
active m extracurricular activities ard take more mathematics 
courses. (Tables show the relationship between educational 
aspirations and educational expectations, occuoational asoirations 
and expectations, correlations among variables, and -^ead-^ng -t-est 
scores for the students from a large vocational high school, an 
all-black school in an economicaiiy depressed neighborhood, a school 
with an eooncmically and racially diverse student body, and a white, 
middle class high school. i (KG) 
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Itoscarch in tt!^ area of e* tlr;T_^? on joh: aspira-tlons and expectations has • 
foe 'n^_tr5^ic2:ii:7 tij^ c-:n=2: are tmr-f2alistJ.caily high botli 4n tiersis of 
tis^ present <i!t:tain=srr^ trf st:sc^t:^rs and avaLl ability' of educational and occupa— 
t^Tz::^! oppoT^^niKii-rs (for exars?:ili.- Co_sby, "^ci^ and Falk, 1976K Ha^evcr^ v 
tiner^ i3 al^ rcnossrtrh (Ciiszia^-^ 1374) indi^cating that stizden-ts who r -^ceive 
C£.- V' r coQ^lrr'a^c educai-^on ^-^> to and _£ix?cct to enter the sicilied and 
sg^l^skille:^ ti^hnfiisal snd trade ^of ess io:^ appropriate to their traininq^' 
^ (B±a:cf<b;2rn, 1S~4) tliat the discrepancy between * * 
a5^- irations ar:<5 esrrcctatfans Is 2>=HSt for vocational education students. J - 
^^irrations: arre 5r cqrutsntrly thcir^drr to be tr.e stndent^* wishes or hopes # "where—' 
1^ the expec^taiO'? i> are ncrrs rda? ^ic and a --t:ain3±:Ie- 

tThe pr T>ser:t o.rtu;:.v v-^t con rh:;" ji d to dirr^c^Ter precise eSicaticnai and 

jcxSiv '^ pHmt zirns^ and ?xn>ecr:z:ric ns :=:f scsnicrz ±n fr:::r C^icacc high schools: 

-^ru^:^ ssa.~v c^^icr-^ to L'r,....,^^^rs tzhe achiers::sii- and as^irati'ms and <3xpects— 
ti.-:;t:-^ r^r^der;^ i^- VDcarr : rmitu ^dtnca-ticn prc^-^^ns -o students in coileg^e prep 
ansa g'2=r^i^ cc^stic^?^. ^rcsrrarnr^ "In: addition, ti:i£ rs2_ationship hatr.veen aspire.^ 
t^ns "zzid exz, tatic^'Hss to studamz achievenenr and cdher sieaisuiias cf ndnd^nt 
3tatu:s ■ SU-..V attQndanc^, was dznv^tigated^ 

fc=5C:^^ ^^J-ir^J-gh ^ciiiocl ^Tiic:^:^ P^ir-ticii=rr^::_ — this study. Seniors 
d'tteni^zr i^uir a=dcr.9o higzh sjhcc:^, inclucdn^ a large vocaticrzLj. high schr:=^l, 
B. an Z tr-Lrrfc sci^ol iri: an eccrmrrrally der— i^s^d deichborhnod, I. , a schocL 
vrith an ^j^r^lcT^"^ lly atnci racdaily : rrerse _ ^ body and p. / a -^^^it:e, ndddi^ 

class hi- z^T-Chbcl^ trwo or tiz^ s -hools. rr^— "•c:r:mional school the all : 

biack hrrii r >.5q1 JjL 3' . all sf3r^snts Trr=re .^-i^d-rLed in at least crra aSwGct 
of the rz::^-; . In th^ irr? rr r>;o :?^hcols Q L ^ , ^tmdents in thre:r^ to fi^-c 
hosiert3c:r~ tesrts rs-nrr^nly- 5*::rpied -z^:: articdpard zr: ^rzrs study. 

Chere -vifere -chr6^ spujrccs-of -^^tiar a stud^t admiration questi::-^aire, raw 
scorer cn r^sadirtiQ ^chi^er^ent ^i^sr, and infcrr:iati::in from student records kept 
in the scdrol of fi-^es. 

The aispi-^tic/ q^esdionnai^^ was acninistered :lo all. subjects in the study. 
Achic or.cr'' q v is roj. \ectc^ ^c:^ the r.:j:ie group "rd students vhc crrplcted the 
questzonna^c- Th-. IcTii -vor^cnr: "-^^ pr- rided raw r^res for reacdng codprehen- 
sion and t:^ Voc -:i"DuJ-rrY. Abo:^ V-^ senncrs codpie* d the tescs a^ the aspira- 
tion questTTJin'ir.- iirc . jnf;:^mat±on fron tr:e office r-:^rords was obta:-.ned for about 
500 studenris, tnr :;t ^djOT ccrrple-rsd the c^chieverie:. r test and the aspiration 
questionnaire fd^r^ rr-rnords were taken for studcnrcs v7ho took th.-- achieve^ 
Dent test in ^^.s:>'-_- a, C and V>, while in school 1^ a sanple of th.e records was 
taken. Table ^ shcs*^ whar sdndents were in the std*±y. 

Tlie studCTt -^il^r^i.'t^cn qncstionnairo contained tv?cnty questions about stu- 
dents* school vc;r:i =d t-cir educational, income, and job aspirations and ex- 
pectations. 



Educatibhal aspiration was ncasured by asking "!2bw far wbtrtd you like to 
go vith your education?- and educational c<:pcctation \:2S r:,czs-cxcd by asJ-^'ng" 
■^aien it c^ey. right dovn to it, far .do you mind yoa'ii get with your educa- 
tion?" 

Thcjob asjiiraticn was ncasured by asking students.^ "Ideally, what kind 
of work do you wai:t to do for a career?" (Be specific, for escaaole: acc:5;2ntant, . 
CTA driver, dental hygeniest, etc.) and ej^ect^l-JLon was neasured bv re=-^acin«3 
■ideally" with "realistically." ' . . • 

There were also self report measures 5 f high school grade point average, 
attendance and tardiness., nui^er of science, nath, and foreign language courses 
. taken, nu=oer of extra curricuiar activities and self-concest nsasures for school 
a3id work. : Tue students' records in the school offices were ex— Lncd to Collect 
students' age, sex, class rank, and the actual nuaber 5f absencr-s, tardies, 
acd nmber of courses taken in math, science, foreign language, and vocational 
e=n.catian. Eds data was collected in March, 1979. 

Ac±iievgr3ent • 

^Se results of the reading achievement test were ecanined for differences 

between schools and prograns. The mean nuirber of it^ correct, out of 90, 
the standard de^'iation and the number of students tested in each program 
the four schools are presented in Tatle II. The r^ean scores for each eroup 
of students ranges from a low of 48.9 for college prep students at Schcol B 
to a mean of 84.6 for college prep students at School D. IS twc of the three 
schools that have both a -general academic progrsm and college ?r an program, 
the college prep students have lower scores than the general st-dents, whereas 
the order is reversed in the third i5h5ol. In School D, which has students 
from three prograns, the ocores are ordered highest fc.r college ^^rep, next for 
t^e academic general students, and finally for vocational students. Because 
**^_*^^_^-'^e-sity of t>ie school;;, ^d the different procedures for placing stu- 
dents into programs, mean scores for the different programs across the four 
schools V7fire not calculated or discussed. 

Ed'^Gotions? aspiration and expectat ion 

A co^arable effect of school and program was not found for the education- 
al and occupational variables. In the threr. schools v/ith general academic and 
college prpp programs, the college prep students have higher asoirations and 
expectations than the general academic students, ^he aspiration and expectations 
of the vocational students at School A were between those of the colleg^ prep 
and general academic students at Schools B, C, and D. The mean ratings for ' 
educational aspirations and expectations arc presented in Table III. The ratings 
were obtained by coding the responses from 1 to 5, with 1 represented by "grad-' 
«ate from higli school," 2 by "some college ,•• 3 by "txvo year college degree,"" 
4 by "four year college degre&," and 5 by "graduate or professional degree." 



In every case; the aspiratiion ratings afe higher t:^. die -x= -^ -io" ratLng- - 
and -toe differences bet.;?cen tsiscaticji^ arpiration^ sad crscc^aitio^r^- ,-:=:ro 
greatest: for the college pre? students; Eie ceanr. are shcLr 4a ssfc^ Tlf-. " ; 

"v *v ^.=e^^^ating for t=2£e -^iables show th^. on the ^racjr? th= seniors 

^ expect -c receix-e relstivcly years— ^fc^cicr: Cf 

tte ente saniple, 4Ct as?:i=s to a gradu^e or ornff^^onal ^^grc^e,- ;-.'to ^ • - 
four yeazr college degree, 1121 to a tv.-o y^ collcce decree -"^-^a 7% :s=e ^ ^ ' 
college. Only 8% want to f^sh thei^ e=2ncation'-.^-=h Vad jj- •• ^ Sr-f 
school. Jn ccsparison, onf^-v 30% of the wihole sa=pie exnect'tc -^"-^^ ^ ^^sa-e'' 
9r professional degree, 38V a four year college degr2.e,'l6% ^^ccile^e 
degree, 9*% scne college, ar=i 8% to graduate frcn hie- s^o_ -a a shift 

from_ aspiration to highest educational ca^ego^ to sc^ectsti- nodest 
attai^nts. tSie correlation between edu=atianai s^^rzt±oz ~= 2du=^onal -•• ' 
e3cpecta*xon is substantial C.75, 873). 

•aiibough educational aspi^tions and exoectaricns ar:= s i rhsre 

ar| difrercnces between -fee two. The greatest dirference feta,^ ^£-4tic- • 
and expectation occurs for the college prep stude^. fce^-^n -fiiffeirerce re- 
t\,reen aspiration and expectation is .29 at School B, .25 at l^,oc.-■ C, and 22 
at Scnooi D for college prep students, rsan difference, ^ -we^ ^iratio- 

S ^r'^S^!^" 7°=-^°n^students is .14 at School i&d --08 Schocl' D, 
ana t^e di..erences beto:een aspiration and e.-^ectaticn fz=: q^:^: ± acad^c 
students is .17 at School B, .00 at School C, and . .18 at Sc H^ao 

Job aspiration and expectat ion 

Tne open-ended 30b aspiration and (sroectation resoo=s=- or^ed 5n a 

7 i»int occupational scale, whic: was derived froa the'fiol- .g^ scale I- 

. contains the following categories: 1) executives ar^ cajo- ' -s-^ -^cas,' 2)" 

lesser professionals, 3) adrdnistrators and s=all business ■) ci^cal end 
sales, sJciiled inanual erplcyees, 6) seni-skiiied ^lovecs, ^c^TT unskilled 
employees. For the 854 seniors who responded to this c^c^ a^dred ^o 

tte fxrst category, 23% to the second, 23% to the third. 8 - - 'r ^ fc-ur^, 15% 
to the _ifth, 2% to the sixth, and less than 1% to the sev- t,. -^on*-a-- 

expected to reach the highest job category, 25% excect 3 s-co-'^'Inr' 

2D%_the third category, and 11% the fourth, 16% the filth, -e sixth and 

again less tbat 1% the lowest category. Tne students diff^ _ th .ir asoirations 
and expectations by what progr^ they are ^enrolled in. .r- -^--.-ely ^re o' 

the colxege prep students aspire to and ex:-cct tc enter th -est catccorv- 

and propcrticnatcly irore of the vocational stvde=ts ej^ect . ^rer the sSiiied 
trades. 

_ aspirations arc for higher positions tha^ Sie exn^r:^~ois and the 

greatest difference between aspiration and cxpec^tion 0£:c=:^5t vocational 
^Sn r!^' ^"^^ ber-A'een jcb aspiration and 30b 2=n>=^ration is 

.80 (n-8_9). The proportion of students who choose each 3c^*-r2' "co^y is Pre- 
sented in Table IV. j •• v ^ . 
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— ^er^are nean i±if feresces -=rrir_-2cn zsplrztions and ^^ec^ticns, 
•tscF - ni=:hly correlated, a=d have cqr.i=zra=_^; relati:o.;^shios v^ti other WriS>i> 
!^\^ -, -Irses were perforT=ed or. the datn i_. =rde^ to- E^e discoveries abovit 
-'—^ relationships a^r.g the va^^lss. Scv-^cr?! analyses v.-ere cone 
^ ^=^1- -3 look at different^jrouos b£ s— 2-"5 .- - different subsets of - ' ' 
all of the di=rent anaiynsi:, erhic-:" i^-..:r_il aspiration and expe5- 
-^^-3c=> aspiration az'^ expectatior: c-crcr-c l_stirct factors. 2n : 
— othc^ ^'ariai^es -ave high Ir^di: c: ;rther 'cne education or 
---^ Because aspirati rrn and e3e5ecca-=i.on eaif oh the s^s factor' 
- ff^nr ^r^a^ and job, they na - not represen-c^oisti -~ ^ricepts- : . C tiler factors' ' 
^3t • -3- -at^y appeared inclrided a factor- r^-^sr .ir:: .tandardiiea *-e5t • • 
aciae r-f-r-r. ==3res, and another factor repxes— - j=sl perforiisnce ^asured 
b: ci 3 rzsnz: or student estirrzte of GE?t. 

-d-,.^ai=nal and job expectation (a3 veil i^- -aspiration) both have lew but 
■:^iit_-e carreiations with reading scores on th^ -Sii^^^ent test., evtn though 
^ ; jc- ;cc_ wzth the highest reaiding score h as lowsst expectation Irores- 

Hh^-B _= ; a strcnger correlatior. between ednaca=3t=l and job" exoectatio- 1 and 
"l.-ss ri:r:5: than between expectation and the tssr scd;r3s: The correlations . 
betnveer. -ucational and job expectation, readi::g aaiievc=ent, class -a:^-;, i^ade 
sPcint :Lv.oi=3ge Eself report), school self concr-^, ncrher of rath cE^fs^s. and 
R3=ier r-^: teaas and clubs are presented in "ir ^r- q V- 

^ TtL cedents wil±i high educational and job e>^e=tations have higher school 
-elt con_cpts than students with lower expc- rations, but they do no^ have higher 
selr ccrc^pts about thenseives as workers. rhe high expectation^: !r:udehts are 
»eirc l:J^y to' have taken SAT or ACT tests, and they expect to have their first 
^Sill tir-sjjobs at later dates than students" vith lower expectations. *The nu^er 
'cf club-: and teams that students belong to 3 significantly correlated to expsc- 
rations,- s:d the nuriber of math courses tak^:^ is correlated to expectations, "but 
Tjot the nu=ber of science coxirscs. Actual ^tendance and tardiness data is not 
3ignrficant.i y related to expectations, aith=:::^h student report of the two is re- 
lated to educational expectations. The nuiinnsr of courses taken by students £3 
juniors is related to educational and job ez^n.^ctaticns, whereas the nu^er of 
courses taken as freshnen is not, and the n=rc;er taken as sophomores is related 
only txj educational but not job expectations. 

Discussion 

. _ V^^_<^°'^ei^tioh evid and the factor- i.-idicatc t±iat the students* aspira- 
tions and expectations have tenuous connecticr-^s to the activities and behaviors 
that arc required to inect high expectation and nhat they may not represent dis- 
tinct csnstructs. Achievement test scores havV- very lev c&rrelations with excec- 
tatic-is, but other achievement indices, like c=iss rank, have higher correlations 
with expectations, ©n the average, students v;==h higher ex-pec t^ tions f5r educa- 
tion and jobs are more active in their school experience. The activity includes 
takir math courses, taking college entrance ^ns, rhd belonging to tea=s and 
clubs. The relationships arc significant but ceneraily v;cak. The correlation 
between job expectation and educational expectation isalso low. 
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^€ discn^^sncy between jcb acrpira-tibn anc exper^^irin -wss higher for 

vccs-lonal 5t=:ai2iits than for clitherr the gencrai ^ r^ ^ ■ - . ^ tne collcc-%rcp 
s=i2iits. Tfe: college prep stud^nr^ shwed a greateir C^jrcrepaiicv bct^-ecn 
t±ti:;ir educatior^.l aspirations arid e::xpectations''th3=i _f-L=^ academic gcisifii ' : 
cr- vccational ;-r=^nts. qtrsnra^ students showd discrepancy ^etvreen 

^cctations or ^i~er job orr educatio^i variables. z::ds : 
?^^«ts that — - general acadcr uc students are the "trirsaiiric oe- 

CcTSss their errrm— -tions do noti ^iffer fron their ast:z=r: tions^ ::!he vr -a- 
tr:cinial student- r:^/ aspire to" high states jobsT— perhaps becam^se of ' 

- training:, rrar-* have expecrntxons that sre nore --^izirridirial to ^> ^' 0- 

-gsagtri enc the cc^cge prep students h^ hiigherr educa'jirr^i 

"-""^ '--^tions tbsn ^=?cctations^ nirt because of .their u^ej^ta^inc of '^'^^ 



r^nirements f~ a^rdning isuch education^ their e:>^cta^cns ^e no- 
^3at. The gensr^ ^adenic srudents nay not be as "rsaTistic" becanrrL- 
rh-ir^ curricula l^i^ran is a "default" progra^ dcis not liave gc' - - 

either enpiiovr-rTiszzr or further education, ^ese dlf^srencas betWeer. 
aspiration and exr aeration are small, however. 
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DATA 

Achicvesierrt Test 

Aspiratio3i 

Que s t±OTT2ar ie 

Office Hecords 



TAHLE ZZ 
WHAT STUrtElJTS T^^^n STUDY 



A21 st:udents 



A2-1 student:s 



B 

All stuci: 



3 noinsroc=is t 5 homerooms 



Ilandon saznole 



3 hon:'arcx2ins I 5 hctneroons 



All stiUtH'^rrrrs i 3 hon:i 



nosnerocoi^ 



5 hccserboias 
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TJiBLS III 

!^ass« Sr'jii-TZASD tssvnaioi:s , and sampis size for 
EDCCkTio:;:-^ aspisatio:; akd EsssiTieij Ess'EeTATiOK 



EXPECTATION 



PROGRAM 



School 
A 



ScJ»oi 



S<diooi 



School 

b 



Scbool 
A 



Scbool 

1 — a- — 



School 



School 

— 5 



Acadesnic 
General 



<10 



College 
Prep 



3.6 
1-3 

134 



4.1 
1.3 

33 



2.7 
1.4 

35 



3.4 
1.3 

130 



<10 



4.2 
0.8 

31 



4.6 
0.6 

18 



4.2 
0.9 
41 



<10 



3^9 
1.1 

31 



4.0 
1.3 
34 



4.3 
0.6 

16 



2.6 
1.3 

33 



4.0 
0.9 

41 



Vocational 



4.0 
1.2 

472 



<10 



<10 



2.3 
1.3 

25 



3.9 
1.1 

465 



<10 



<10 



2.2 
1-2 

25 



Other 



4.4 
0.9 

55 



<10 



<10 



<10 



4.2 
1.1 

55 



<10 



<L0. 



<10 



lOTAI. 



X= 
11= 



4.0 
i.i 

531 



3.7 
1.3 
168 



4.2 
1.2 

58 



3.2 
1.4 

101 



3.9 
1.1 

524 



3.5 
1.3 

164 



4.0 
1.1 

57 



3.1 
1-4 

99 



VOTEz Means and standard deviations are not presented in cells with n<l6. 
cases are included in the colimn totals - 
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KSAjJS STJ^KDArCi; DEVI f^IOtCS ^TD SAMPLE SIZE 
ON A KEAbs:G /^CIIIZVEr-SrCT TEST 



PROGRAM 






SCHOOL 

B e 


D 


General 


X= 

- N= 


<3:0 


55.6 
16.4 
117 


69.0 
12.9 

25 


82.7 
6.8 

23 














College 
Prep 


^= 

N= 


<io 


48-9 
16-5 
23 


66.9 
18.2 

15 


. 84.6 
8.4 

33 




_X= 
K= 


71.2 
434 


0.0 


•do 


77.6 
. 9.3 

15 


Other 


sr>^ 


60.7 
14-3 
50 


<ao 


<10 


ao 


TL^TAL 


X= 
SD^ 


70.1. 
12-S 
488 


54-2 
16.7 
148 

— 


67-6 
15.2 
48 


82.5 
8.5 
71 



NOxr,: Means and standard deviatibns are not presented in cells with 
n<10- These cases are included in the column totals - 

/ 



t n 



ERIC 



TABLE IV 

STODSNT JOB JtSPIKATION Al^ EXPECT7^TI0M 



JOB CATEGORY * 

1. SXEeUTI\^: 
CPA, Lavyer, 
Physician 



2- l^SER 

PROFESSION^: 
Acdountant., 
Librarian 
Teacher 



Legal/ttedicai 
Secretary 



4. CaS^IClL: 
Clerk, Keypxinch 



5. SKILLED 
KArrjALS: 



Electrician^ 
Machinist 

6. SEMI-SICTLLI 



7. UNSKILLED: 
Cafeteria Worker 
Janitor 



ASPIRATION 
GENERAL COLLEGE VOr^TTnr:5l1^ 


17% 


3i% 


24% 


28% 


27% 


21% 


S 

r 

27% 


25% 


27% 


8% 


8% 


8% 


13% 


7% 


19% 


\ 

6% 


2% 


1% 


1% 


0% 


©% 







15% 


33% 


18% 


29% 


28% 


23% 


27% 


17% 


26% 


10% 


12% 


10% 


10% 


7% 


21% 


9% 


4% 


2% 


1% . 


0% 


i% 



. - 

• 

Educaticnal Sxpectatior. 


^ c 

0 J5 
C 

Q 4^ 

«5 o 
o o 
D a, 


£ 

-O 

-P J? 

O -i-> 

Ci 
X 


4> 

o 
i- 

O 

•o o 

C 03 


1 

01 __ 

c c 


4J» 
U 

a 

0 

& < 

_ 


03 Ci 

_ 

0 c 
0 0 
^ u 
u 


a 

0 07 

- 0 

0 ^ 

^ 0 
:? a 


n 

l§ 
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NOTE: rhe nuriers above the diafonal are the nuirber of casas used to ccrtpute 
the correlatior. cocfficien^s which are presented below the diagonal 
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